U.LASH   OF   THE   CHAMPIONS                 337

do so in the face of these men who had hated Caesar. They
had advised him to the course. So be it. If it turned out
to their own ruin in the end, on their own heads be it. He
would do what he had said.

Marcellus smiled. It wasn't hard to influence this mild-
mannered young student who had had the name of Caesar
thrust upon him and who was ready to take the onus of such
a complex job as that of opposing Antonius. Marcellus
felt himself a very clever politician.

OCTAVIANUS set off southwards with his servants and clients,
loading all his money on mules. He was going to Capua
to sell some estates for his mother, he said, and to make
a start paying Caesar's legacies. Since Antonius would not
release Csesar's funds, Octavianus would sell his own con-
siderable property inherited from his father. But as soon as
he reached Capua he sent out his agents to collect veterans.

In the second week of October the four legions from
Macedonia arrived at Brundisium with a large body of Gallic
and Thracian cavalry. Octavianus would need a lot of men
to offset this acquisition of Antonius. But friends of his, to
whom he had written in Macedonia, had already talked
among the legions; and when Antonius, haranguing the
troops on arrival, mentioned a donative of 400 sesterces for
each man, there was an outburst of jeers, laughter, and
howls. The men considered themselves withdrawn from
an impending and lucrative Parthian War for mean Gallic
quarters, and expected compensation.

To Antonius, however, In his strained mood the signs .of
mutinous spirit were read far more darkly than the facts war-
ranted. Tales reached Rome that he had summoned the
centurions black-listed for aiding the breaches of discipline,
that he had had them executed in the courtyard of his house,
and that Fulvia had pressed so close the blood spattered her
dress and face. Dissatisfaction was increased among the
legions by agents from Octavianus offering a donative of
2000 sesterces and talking of Caesar's son.

Octavianus himself in Campania now had about 3000 men;
but he was aghast at his action, which amounted to an
act of war by a private citizen against the legally appointed